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Introduction 
 
The Symbol Library is a collection of standard symbols for rendering features on screen-
based maps. They are used by a number of communities including the Australian Ocean Data 
Centre Joint Facility (AODCJF), SCAR Standing Committee on Antarctica Geographic 
Information (SCAGI) and the Australian Antarctic Data Centre. 
 
Symbols are generated into Styled Layer Descriptors (SLDs) and generated in real-time by 
sending a request to a Web Map Server, which creates a preview of a symbol while it is being 
edited. 
 
This catalogue and editor is used by as a central repository for symbols. Therefore, the 
symbols that are stored here can be viewed by the public, however, public users cannot edit 
or add symbols to the catalogue. Currently only a few AODCJF and AADC staff can edit and 
create symbols.  
 
SEAL can be found out on the web at: http://aadc-maps.aad.gov.au/aadc/symbology/ 
 
The AADC is going to customise SEAL for the SCAGI. It is not responsible for populating 
SEAL though. 

Development since the last meeting in Hobart July 2006 
There has been no further development of SEAL since the last meeting.  
 

The next 12 months 
Over the coming 12 months, the AADC will be adding the Style Layer Descriptors (SLD’s) as 
required for AADC applications. This will be a small number of symbols. Second priority will 
be to add symbols emailed from BAS (Paul Cooper) from the ADD WMS project and also 
from the AADC Antarctic font. These will be available for anyone to use. 
 
We have no available programming time for any SEAL development work during 2007/2008 
year. 

The 12 months after that 
The AADC have scheduled a block of development work which may include: 
• Searching SEAL based on a communities interest. E.g. give me all the symbols that the 

AADC users or SCAGI is interested in. The code has been written, but need to be 
checked and connected. 

• Accept SLD code directly into SEAL. 
• Link Feature Types from the SCAR FC to SEAL. E.g. a station. The symbol for feature 

type may be a black square. The symbol for the attribute temporal may be a red square 
for seasonal and a blue square for permanent.   



Screen captures  
3 screen captures from the slide presentation at SCAR XVII in Hobart July 2006 
 

 
The interface for searching 

 

 



The interface for a user creating a symbol 
 

 
XML resulting from creating a point symbol 
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